
BEFORE THE WORLD SAILING JUDICIAL BOARD 

INDEPENDENT PANEL MEMBERS 

IN THE MATTER OF 

MR MURRAY JONES IJ 

V 

RACE OFFICIALS COMMITTEE 

DECISION OF INDEPENDENT PANEL 

1 This is a decision of the Independent Panel appointed by the Judicial Board of World 

Sailing (hereinafter - WS) in accordance with WS Regulation 35.8.3. The Judicial 

Board appointed the Independent Panel consisting of: 

1.1 Mr Gus Lewis; 

1.2 Mr Joshua Coleman-Pecha; and 

1.3 Mr Roman Khodykin (the chairman). 

2 In the heart of the decision is the appeal lodged by Mr Murray Jones, an International 

Judge, against the Decision of the Investigation Panel (hereinafter referred to as "the 

IP") dated 28 January 2021 (which was approved by the Race Officials Committee 

and communicated to Mr Jones on 10 March 2021 by WS Sport manager Madeleine 

Dunn). 

The relevant background 

3 On 5 August 2020 a hearing was conducted by a protest committee in relation to a 

protest submitted on behalf of the sailing boat "KRAKEN" in connection with an 

incident which took place during Race 2 of the Combined Clubs Winter Series 

organised by the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania (hereinafter- the Series). The protest 

committee's decision was that the protest submitted on behalf of "KRAKEN" was to 

be dismissed because the other boat had taken the appropriate penalty by retiring. 

At that protest hearing, "KRAKEN" did not request redress. The protest time limit for 

Race 2 was 14:00 on 3 August 2020. 

1 































7S

76

Naxtetepe

The Independent Panel also consldered whether lt should remlt the matter back to

the IP for thelr reoonslderatlon.

As the ROC have been appointed as experts in their fleld there should be comfort

that they have the necessary knowledge and ablllty to make the conect declsion. As

such, the outcome of review should, in normal circumstances (lf the appeaffreview is

successful), result in the matter being remttted back ts the ROC with guldane and/or

dlrections.

However, ln thls case, the Independent Panelsees llttle utlllty ln remlttlnE tlre matter

back to the IP. Thls ls because, even if they lnvestlgate all allegatlons afresh, the IP

wlll not be able to overcome our findlng that the three relevant provlslons ln the

Judges'Manual are not obllgatory. The Independent Panel belleves that the onect
way forward is b set aside the IP Declslon and to revoke the sanctlon lmposed on

Mr Jones.

Declslon

The Independent Panel hereby sets aslde the IP Decision and revokes the penalty

imposed by and adopted by the ROC.

This Declsion is delivered ln london, UK on 16 Sepbmber 2021.

Gus Lewis

Roman Khodykin
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